
Amendment to Statement of Community Vision and Public Participation in the

Egg Harbor Petition for Plan Endorsement
REQUIREMENT 
· Statement of Community Vision and Public Participation 
Petitioners are asked to submit a narrative of the visioning and public participation processes that were conducted, demonstrating how the public has been involved in the preparation of the master plan and other documents that shape the community vision. In a state where land use controls are a local responsibility while infrastructure funding and regulatory systems are at higher levels of government, nothing is more critical than coordination and public support and understanding. Involving the public in every step of the Plan Endorsement process is critical. The State Planning Rules outline the basic requirement for public participation in the process. 

To plan for the future, a community must have a vision of what it wants its future to be. The State Plan contains a vision for New Jersey in the year 2025 and establishes a set of policies for achieving that vision. Local governments can use the same approach. Vision statements may describe a future of the municipality, county, or region in 20 years as it relates to land development, redevelopment, preservation and conservation of resources, transportation, economic growth, housing diversity and affordability, the provision of public facilities and intergovernmental coordination. 

Community knowledge and experience benefit the planning process in many ways. It can help shape the plans and build local support for community development projects on the front end of the planning process. The joint efforts of community members on working toward a vision can improve community relations and the quality of life within the community. 

Principles to consider during a visioning process include: a diverse mix of land uses and activities; circulation systems that connect transportation modes more efficiently, reduce reliance on automobile usage, and promote pedestrian opportunities; a built environment that is appropriate to the scale of the location; a regional approach to planning that considers impact on and needs of neighboring municipalities and counties; affordable housing opportunities; and design techniques that prevent sprawl and protect and preserve environmentally sensitive areas. 

The Office of Smart Growth is available to assist petitioners in the visioning process and with technical assistance. For further information, please review Designing New Jersey (Office of State Planning, 2000). Hard copies are available from the Office of Smart Growth, or you can retrieve a copy off of the OSG website at: http://www.state.nj.us/dca/osg/docs/designingnj060100.pdf. 
RESPONSE

From December 2001 to December 2003 the Township Planning Board held public meetings to discuss the master plan and its elements. (The minutes of these meetings have been included with the petition.)  During that time the public participated extensively in the discussions on improving development within the Township.  In addition to the public participation at the Planning Board meetings, residents near the Great Egg Harbor River were surveyed in 1989 and 1995 on how the Township should manage the land around the River.  “The results of both surveys indicate a compelling consensus that the character of the River must be managed to promote wildlife and habitat protection” (p. 10-54 River Management Plan). Public input from the Planning Board meetings and surveys informed the Township’s goals, objectives and recommendations that were included in the master plan and its elements.  Through the process of obtaining public input and writing the master plan, the Township developed the following vision for its development over the next 20 years.   

As stated on page 14-1 of the master plan, “growth in the Township is projected to continue at a consistent pace through the next two (2) decades so that growth management and fiscal stability have become the Township’s most pressing concerns.”  The Township seeks to promote economic development, accommodate residential growth, and address traffic/transportation issues, all while preserving its natural resources.  To do this, the Township will concentrate commercial and residential development in specific areas, limit the total number of residential units built, promote the preservation of existing natural areas, discourage inefficient, stand-alone strip development, and promote integrated developments that support each other economically and socially.    
Concentrated Commercial Development
Concentrated development helps to preserve natural areas, accommodate development in areas where infrastructure already exists or is planned, and allow for alternative modes of transportation such as walking and bicycle riding.  In the Pinelands area, the Township seeks to concentrate and expand development in and around existing commercial centers such as the Shore Mall, and English Creek Center, and commercial corridors along major roads, such as English Creek Avenue and Ocean Heights Avenue.  
In the CAFRA areas west of Garden State Parkway, the Township would also like to re-establish the Egg Harbor Coastal Center in order to encourage commercial development in this area.  This center is conducive to development because of its proximity to Ocean Heights Avenue, and already developed commercial areas.  In addition, commercial development in this area will support the residential areas on the northern side of Ocean Heights Avenue and the relatively dense residential areas within the center by reducing the total miles needed to travel for retail and commercial services, and possibly employment.  

In the CAFRA areas east of Garden State Parkway, the Township intends to redevelop the West Atlantic City portion of the Township by re-instating its status as a coastal center, expanding the Special Highway Development Zone already existing in that area, and working with the Casino Reinvestment Development Authority to redevelop this section of the Township.  Furthermore, the Township seeks to support existing retail development along Fire Road from Tilton Road to Mill Road and “eliminate new industrial development which would not be compatible with existing development” (p. 12-23).  The Township has also established a “Marine Commercial District at the intersection of Somers Point – Mays Landing Road and Patcong Creek in order to recognize existing marinas that area” (p. 12-23).
Residential Development

In the Pinelands, the Township will accommodate additional residential development through the use of Regional Growth zones that allow for a variety of housing types and densities.  As stated in the Land Use Element on page 12-18, “Regional Growth (RG) zones have been established in a hierarchical fashion with the highest density zones between the Black Horse Pike and the neighboring communities of Hamilton Township and Galloway Township.  This will facilitate the Township’s intent to improve the ability of residents to “access major transportation corridors that lead both to Atlantic City and the major retail centers in Hamilton Township.”  The RG-5 zones, one adjacent to the Atlantic City Expressway, and one adjacent to the Garden State Parkway, are intended “to encourage a mix of housing types and uses in larger scale developments in order to promote senior housing communities and other affordable housing types” (p. 12-19).  

In the CAFRA coastal center areas, the Township intends for the existing concentrated residential development in the Egg Harbor coastal center to remain, and seeks to promote denser residential development in the West Atlantic City coastal center.  In the “non-center” CAFRA areas, the Township intends to reduce allowed residential density in the area between the Atlantic City Expressway and Fire Road/Washington Avenue, and modify “the R-4 zone along Old Egg Harbor Road to recognize the existing multi-family developments in this area.  

Preserving Existing Natural Resources
As stated in the Land Use Element, the Township intends to promote access to waterways and the preservation of open space, forest areas, and wildlife management areas.  “In some instances, (the Township will seek to use these areas) as transition zones between highly developed and less developed areas.”
The Township also intends to promote the Great Egg Harbor River as an important natural resource.  As stated in the River Management Plan for this river, the Township intends to:

· “maintain patterns of existing land uses and develop criteria for future uses that are compatible with the protection and enhancement of the river.”

· “where appropriate, increase opportunities for recreational use of the river”

· “enhance the natural, cultural, and scenic resources of the river and its watershed and expand their role as part of the regional and global ecosystem."
· Increase public education of the value of the Great Egg Harbor River Watershed in association with the Great Egg Harbor River Watershed Association.  This association, with members from the Township, has conducted various opinion surveys on the River, and works with other municipalities located in the watershed of the river.

Development Regulations for Aesthetic Improvement
In addition to promoting the preservation of natural beauty, the Township seeks “to promote and foster a “sense of community” through physical design.  This would be accomplished by permitting mixed uses, design of a good circulation system for all modes of transportation, recognition and accommodation of the pedestrian, and the development of different uses in close proximity to public spaces and civic buildings as community focal points.”
The Pinelands Commission is currently spearheading the Egg Harbor Township Community Visioning Project.  A meeting will be held in the beginning of March, the first public visioning session for this endeavor.  Discussion will focus on recreation and the environment, community design and a town center, transportation and traffic, and schools and community facilities.  The Township intends to further modify its community vision and plans using ideas that come out of this process. 
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