Amendment to Response on Housing in the

Egg Harbor Petition for Plan Endorsement

OVERALL REQUIREMENT

Municipal petitioners must submit the following housing components as part of the required housing element of the master plan:
REQUIREMENT 
· Provide information describing the existing availability and opportunities to create diverse housing opportunities, including affordable housing;
RESPONSE

A description of the Township’s residential zoning strategy is found on pages 12-18 and 12-22 of the 2002 Master Plan.  The Township’s strategy for providing affordable housing is described in its Fair Share Plan, beginning on page 17 of the Housing Element.  (Please note that the RG-6 zoning district, described in the Housing Element, has been removed from the Township zoning map.)

Recognizing that affordable housing is generally built in higher densities relative to market-rate housing, the Township has modified some of its zoning districts to accommodate a mix of housing types, including multi-family housing.  The RG-3, RG-4, RG-5 and R-5 apartment zoning districts allow higher densities than the other residential zones.  The RG-3 and RG-4 zoning districts allow two-family housing, and the R-5 and RG-5 zoning districts allow multi-family housing.  Multi-family housing is a conditional use in the R-4 zoning district, accommodating the multi-family housing currently existing in this zone.  There are currently many mobile home parks in the Township.  Note 4 on page 21 of the Housing Element states that the “Township intends to implement a program to establish controls necessary to maintain unit affordability in all (of the) existing mobile home parks.”  
REQUIREMENT
· Provide information that demonstrates a commitment to plan for housing that is appropriate to the scale, capacity and environmental resources of the community, including opportunities for affordable housing;

RESPONSE

Pages 15 and 16 of the Housing Element describe the lands most appropriate for affordable housing in terms of infrastructure availability and federal, state and local land use policies. The Township’s allowance of higher densities within the Pinelands Regional Growth Area demonstrates a commitment to conserve environmentally sensitive areas outside of this area.

REQUIREMENT

· Provide information on how residential zoning looks to create a coordinated planning effort by creating linkages to other neighborhoods, and business centers such as; bike and pedestrian pathways and sidewalks.

RESPONSE

Section 94-38 of the ordinance provides regulations for the provision of sidewalks in order to link areas, including residential and non-residential development, schools and recreational lands, where appropriate.   Section 94-38H states, “the Board shall require the applicant to install the sidewalk or contribute payment in lieu of the actual installation of sidewalk as a condition of the land development approval.  At the (Township’s) discretion, the applicant shall provide payment in lieu of construction for the future installation of the concrete sidewalk.”  

The Township has made strides toward developing bicycle lanes/paths for the promotion of bicycle transportation.  The Bike Path East, a bicycle path that runs between the Shore Mall and Hamilton Township, has been developed.  In addition, bike lanes have been created along Tilton Road, between the intersection of Route 43-22 and Tilton Road to Route 30 in Galloway Township.  

The Township intends to construct the Egg Harbor Township Bikeway, which “will run along the existing electric company easement and connect from the Atlantic County Bikeway along West Jersey & Reega Avenues to the existing bike path near Twisted Dune Golf Course.  Along its course, the proposed bike path will provide access to a number of recreational, academic, cultural and social sites.  The Township is currently pursuing funding from the NJ Department of Transportation for this project.  As stated on page 11-12, “The township should continue to work closely with Atlantic County in coordinating future land acquisitions and improvements…..”

