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XIII.
PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT
tc "PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT"

A.
Achieving Township Goals and Visions

The Township Goals and Visions are contained in its Master Plan. The realization of both is reflected on the maps contained in this petition and in the following specific Smart Growth achievements:

1. Plainsboro Township has an impressive record in land use and economic development planning. The result of this planning is a balance of open space and development. The Township has preserved its agricultural heritage while becoming a center for education and research, business and industry, and of course the hometown for more than 20,000 residents.

2. Over 50 percent of the Township has been permanently preserved as open space. This open space network includes the Plainsboro Preserve, which currently contains approximately 1,000 acres of passive and active parks, stream preservation areas and farmland preservation.

3. The centerpiece of the Plainsboro Preserve is the new Plainsboro Environmental Education Center. The new educational facility is owned by the Township and, like the rest of the Preserve, operated by the New Jersey Audubon Society.

4. Plainsboro Village, the original settlement in the Township with buildings dating from the 18th Century, is benefiting from controlled growth that is guided by the Plainsboro Village Area Master Plan, adopted in 1999. The plan calls for the preservation of the village's historic character while introducing appropriate and attractive commercial and residential development to help the village become the center of community life.

5. The heart of the Village Plan is the new Plainsboro Village Center mixed-use development. The Village Center is Smart Growth design at its best; pedestrian and bicycle friendly streets and paths, a public town square, and an attractive mix of commercial, residential and civic uses, all located in the geographic center of the community. 

B.
The activities found in this preliminary Planning and Implementation Agreement were compiled through examination of existing Master Plan Elements and identification of various transportation projects recommended in the Master Plan Circulation Plan Element or identified in the Township Capital Budget and Capital Improvement Program.  The Township will work with the Office of Smart Growth and other state agencies as appropriate, to build upon and identify additional activities, refine and/or identify appropriate timeframes, as well as identify additional areas of potential state assistance.

	Activity
	Local Effort
	State Assistance
	Timeframe

	Master Plan & Dev. Regs.
	
	
	

	Consider amendments to Circulation Plan Element of the Master Plan based on comments received from NJ Transit at the 9/21/04 pre-petition meeting (i.e., enhance the transit portion of circulation plan element).  


	Township staff and consultants and Planning Board


	To be determined


	Ongoing



	Consider amendments to 

Circulation Plan Element of Master Plan based on comments and guidance received from NJDOT regarding compliance with the State Highway Access Code
	Township staff and consultants and Planning Board


	Provide guidance and possibly recommended language necessary to comply with this requirement
	Within 12 mos. of receiving formal Initial Plan Endorsement by the SPC  

	Update plan elements of Master Plan, including text and maps, based on more current information, possibly including:

--Utility Service Plan

--Community Facil. Plan

--Recreation Plan

--Conservation Plan

--Economic Plan

--Historic Preservation

--Recycling Plan


	Township staff and consultants and Planning Board


	To be determined 
	Ongoing

	Prepare and adopt a new Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan in association with maintaining substantive certification with COAH under the new Third Round requirements.

	Township staff and housing consultant and Planning Board
	COAH
	Underway. Document expected to be completed and adopted  during Fall 2005 and submitted to COAH by early-mid  Dec. 2005

	Prepare and adopt Stormwater Management Plan Element to Master Plan and all implementing regulations and programs per new NJDEP Stormwater Rules.


	Township staff and consultant (Township Engineers), Planning Board, and Township Committee 


	NJDEP
	Underway.  Time frame prescribed under DEP Stormwater Rules.

	Plan Implementation Projects

	
	
	

	Implement multiple roadway & pedestrian and bikeway pathways projects identified in petition application (See details regarding “Expected State Benefits” below).

	Township staff and consultants, Planning Board, and Township Committee
	NJDOT, NJDEP and others as appropriate or necessary

	Ongoing.

	Implement Campus Road extension to College Road East at Research Way (“Forrestal Campus Connector Road”).
	Township staff and consultants, Planning Board and Township Committee 
Princeton University and other involved parties
	NJDOT, NJDEP and others as appropriate or necessary


	Upon construction of Building 5 at the North Campus project or when the Forrestal Campus generates 1,300 am or pm trips… 

	Re-activate “Park and Ride” service to Princeton Junction Station. Install needed bus shelters at key locations throughout township along the 600 bus line.  Continue work with NJ Transit on study of BRT options for Plainsboro.  See “Other Expected State Benefits” below.

	Township staff and consultants, Planning Board, and Township Committee
	NJ Transit
	Contingent on available outside funding.


C.
Expected State Benefits tc "Expected State Benefits " \l 2

Possible projects that could be funded by the State are listed and described below and are shown on the enclosed map.  Additional projects that might be considered for this list could include those not listed here, but which are identified in the Master Plan, particularly the Circulation Plan Element.  The projects listed below have been placed into three categories -- Priority I, Priority II, and Priority III and located on the map by number. The priority of each is subject to change.  


1. Priority I Projects tc "Priority I Projects " \l 3

a.
Map Location 1: Reconstruct Cranbury Neck Road from its intersection with Grovers Mill Road on the west, to its border with the Township of Cranbury at John White Road on the east. Reconstruction to involve the provision of bike lanes on both sides of the road and appropriate bike lane signage and directional signage.

b. Map Location 2: Construction of a pedestrian/bicycle bridge over the Cranbury Brook and construction of 8-foot wide pedestrian/bicycle 

pathways on both sides of the new bridge. The new pedestrian/bicycle pathway will begin at Grovers Mill Road and extend to the Township's existing Lenape Trail system. Construction of the new pathway will involve upgrade to the Township's Recycling and Conservation Center roadway access and permission from PSE&G to construct a bridge and pathway across the Cranbury Brook within their utility tower right-of-way.  While PSE&G has not been receptive to Township initiatives in the past involving pedestrian and bikeway improvements within their rights-of-way, recent agreements reached between PSE&G and Windsor Township involving such improvements, suggest a possible softening of their position on this matter. 

c. Map Location 3: Design and implementation of a much needed traffic calming project along Grovers Mill Road generally in front of the new West Windsor/Plainsboro North Campus High School, the Upper Elementary School and the Middle School. This traffic-calming project would involve additional road widening, crosswalks, sidewalks and pathways, signage, landscaping within roadway islands and along school roadway frontages, and possibly some new, improved or additional site lighting.

d. Map Location 4: Design and implementation of traffic calming along Plainsboro Road between Morris Davison Park on the west and the municipal border with Cranbury Township on the east, near the Aspen and Ravens Crest residential developments. This project should mirror the already constructed traffic calming improvements along this roadway to the west.

e. Map Location 5: Design and construct traffic calming along Plainsboro Road between Wyndhurst Drive/Center Drive (at the main entrance to the Princeton Meadows shopping center) on the east and Enterprise Drive and the P-Loop jug-handle on the west, to include landscaping, crosswalks, signage and bus shelters.

f. Map Location 6: Upgrade and construction of an 8-foot wide pedestrian/bicycle pathway system on the municipal complex site along Scudders Mill Road, Plainsboro Road and a connection between these two (2) roads through the site as shown on the Master Plan bikeway plan.

g. Map Location 7: Traffic signalization at the intersection of Dey Road and Wyndhurst Drive. This improvement will make it safer for school buses to enter and exit the adjacent elementary school site and will improve pedestrian/bicycle circulation in the area.

h. Map Location 8: Construction of a sidewalk extension along the north side of Scudders Mill Road from the intersection of Scudders Mill Road and Schalks Crossing Road on the west to the location of the existing bus stop to the east.  This project would also include the placement of a new bus shelter in this area. 

i. Map Location 9: Upgrade or replacement of the Schalks Crossing Road railroad bridge to include widening for a bike path on one side and a sidewalk on the other. Roadway striping on both approaches to the bridge, and bike path and sidewalk construction to connect the Princeton Collection and other residential areas to the north with the Village Center area to the south.

j. Map Location 10:  Pathway construction of the village area Plainsboro Road bike path project (south side of Plainsboro Road) from the Community Gardens on the west to Prospect Avenue on the east.  This project is fully engineered and ready to move to the construction phase.     

2.
Priority II Projects tc "Priority II Projects " \l 3
a. Map Location 11: Pathway construction along the eastern edge of Grovers Mill Road. This project will connect an existing Princeton Crossing residential development with bike lane implementation along Cranbury Neck Road.

b. Map Location 12: Construction of a pedestrian/bicycle bridge across the Plainsboro Pond with pathways on either side of the bridge making connections to the Lenape Trail and Grovers Mill Road. This bridge and pathway project will serve as access to a middle school, the Upper Elementary School, and the North Campus High School as well as access to the Township's linear park system.
c. Map Location 13: Widening of the existing Lenape Trail system from six (6) feet to eight (8) feet along the Plainsboro Pond and Cranbury Brook to more safely accommodate existing and anticipated increased bicycle usage. 
d. Map Location 14: sidewalk construction along the frontage of the Princeton Meadows Shopping Center, from both intersections of Center Drive with Plainsboro Road.
e. Map Location 15: A pathway interconnection between Community Park and the Plainsboro Preserve and the Environmental Education Center. This is the only realistic pedestrian and bikeway access option that will directly connect these two (2) important public open space areas.
f. Map Location 16: Design and construction of a pedestrian/bicycle 
bridge over the D&R Canal, connecting the Township's pathway system on the east side of the canal with the D&R Canal pathway on the west side of the canal.

3. Priority III Projects tc "Priority III Projects " \l 3
a. Map Location 17: Construction of a pathway along the Route 1 frontage of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to connect the North Campus office development and other Princeton Forrestal Center projects near Campus Road to the south with the existing pathway network to the north along College Road, including the Princeton Forrestal Village on the west side of Route One.  This connection would greatly improve access between these two areas, as called for in the Master Plan bikeway plan.

b. Map Location 18: Upgrade and maintenance of the existing sidewalk system across the Scudders Mill Road grade separation located at Route 1.

c. Map Location 19: Upgrade and widen the existing Township pathway located within an existing park (Plainsboro Park) and extending along the edge of a large apartment complex (Fox Run). Connects Plainsboro Road with the Lenape Trail.

d. Map Location 20: Design and construction of a natural pathway along the Plainsboro Pond/Cranbury Brook connecting with projects No. 12 and No. 20 to complete a pathway loop and to serve as a unique nature trail.

e. Map Location 21: Design and construction of a nature trail along the Millstone River between Grovers Mill Road and Cranbury Neck Road. Easements are in place for its construction. It will provide for a unique natural trail experience.

f. Map Location 22:  Upgrade of an existing pathway from six (6) feet to eight (8) feet that will connect Plainsboro Road with the Lenape Trail. Located between a townhouse (Brittany) and apartment complex (Deer Creek).

g. Map Location 23: Design and construction of a pathway along the Cedar Brook between Petty Road and Plainsboro Road to service residential developments in the area.

h. Map Location 24: Construction of a pathway along the northern edge of Dey Road between the PSE&G power line right-of-way and Scotts Corner Road. Pathway will provide for continuous access along Dey Road into the Village Center area of the Township.

i. Map Location 25: Upgrade and expansion of trails within the "Plainsboro Preserve" area of the Township to enhance and expand opportunities to better observe and make use of a large natural area.

j. Map Location 26: Evaluation, design and construction of a traffic signal at the intersection of Edgemere Avenue and Maple Avenue. This signal will improve traffic flow during both the AM and PM peak hours and result in traffic calming. Crosswalks and sidewalk connections would also be considered for this project.

k. Map Location 27: In addition to the improvements noted for Map Location 9 above, pursue roadway improvements along Schalks Crossing Road north of the railroad bridge, to include re-striping for bike lanes, signage and crosswalks, as appropriate. 
D.
Other Expected State Benefits tc "Expected State Benefits That Have Not Been Mapped " \l 2
1. Funding of the Township's Park and Ride bus service had been in    operation since July 1993 before it was forced to cease operation in June 2004 due to the elimination of funding.

2. Construction of bus shelters at key locations throughout the Township along the existing Bus Route 600 service line.

3.
Funding related to consideration and review of Bus Rapid Transit options for Plainsboro.
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