James Forrestal Campus ProfilePRIVATE 

The James Forrestal Research Center was established in 1951 following the purchase of laboratory buildings and a tract of land from the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research.  Renamed the James Forrestal Campus in 1966, it has provided facilities on several sites for the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Sciences (MAE), the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory (PPPL), and the Princeton-Penn Accelerator, as well as other scientific and engineering projects.

The Accelerator project on A-site was discontinued in 1979 and all facilities associated with it are being dismantled to facilitate the transfer of an adjacent tract of land to Princeton Forrestal Center.

The Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory continues its fusion re​search operation on C-site and D-site, which are located northeast of the present campus and are operated independently by the federal govern​ment (although some PPPL support personnel are temporarily occupying space on B-site.)

University activities at Forrestal are now focused at B-site, which is home of the Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory (GFDL), a federal research program investigating weather patterns and related phenomena.  Active University research efforts at this site are conducted by the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Sciences and by the Program in Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences (AOS) which is part of the Department of Geological and Geophysical Sciences.

In addition, several facilities accommodate University support func​tions under the operation of the Library, the Department of Facili​ties, and other administrative units, including the Office of Occupa​tional Health  and Safety (OOHS).  Alterations will begin shortly to relocate the University Printing Office to the former Flight Labora​tory (11B).

The campus currently provides over 450 parking spaces, not including graveled lots, the maintenance truck yard, or receiving areas.

With the phasing-out of A-site, the independent operation of C-site and D-site by PPPL, and a proposed expansion of Princeton Forrestal center on tracts to the north and south, the remaining 100-acres Forrestal Campus will operate in a transitional mode for the foresee​able future, during which limited research and support activities are expected to continue without major changes.

One cannot predict the nature or the scope of research activity that will eventually be undertaken in the 21st century or beyond.  Hence, neither the program nor the aesthetic design for future facilities can be determined at this time.  However, according to the guidelines for future development, it will be possible to add over 700,000 gross square feet to the campus up to a limit of 1,089,000 gross square feet at full build-out.

The James Forrestal Campus Long-Range Development Plan, dated Septem​ber 1991, depicts most of this future development occurring on open parcels to the northeast of the existing campus or in the open space west of the campus, adjacent to Route #1.  In these highly visible location, the design of any new structures will be commensurate with the aesthetic quality of the Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory, which is currently visible from Route #1 during much of the year.  Modest building expansions may also occur to the north or to the south.  A new electric substation is currently being planned for the latter zone, which will be completely screened from external view by a natural buffer of trees and contoured landscape.  Open green space sill separate the campus from adjoining properties on the west, north, and east.

The new substation will replace an existing facility which is in the right-of-way of a proposed connector road between Scudders Mill Road and the drive to PPPL.  The purpose of this road is to facilitate traffic flow as Princeton Forrestal Center is expanded.

It is expected that circulation to and from the campus itself will continue via the existing Sayre Drive entrance.  However, at full build-out it is possible that a "west gate" could give access to and from the proposed connector road.  At that time circulation within the campus will be facilitated by a loop road which integrates current and future development.  Future parking will be constructed as required.

Until the specific mission of the future campus is known, it is not possible to provide details concerning architectural design, light​ing, landscaping, or signage.  However, the township expects that the current image of shady, tree-lined streets should be extended into the 21st century.

Current space assignments for major buildings on the campus may be accounted as follows:

	PRIVATE 
Building (#)
	Estimated 

Gross Area
	Use 

Group
	Current

Assignment

	Sayre Hall (2A)
	18,000
	B
	AOS

	Aero Labs (2B-L)
	25,600
	B
	PPPL/MAE

	Chemical Sciences (4)
	26,200
	B
	OOHS

	Gas Dynamics (5)
	36,100
	B
	MAE

	Machine Shops (6)
	20,000
	F-1
	MAE

	Maintenance Shops (7)
	6,000
	S-1
	Facilities

	Old Guggenheim (8A)
	8,600
	B
	Rented

	New Guggenheim (8B)
	46,900
	B
	PPPL

	Power Plant (9)

Cafeteria
	11,900
	F-1

A-3
	Facilities

Rented

	Matterhorn (10)
	38,000
	S-1
	Facilities

	Garage (11)
	8,000
	S-1
	Facilities

	Print Shop (11B)
	22,000
	B
	Printing Office

	Library Annex (12B)
	18,100
	A-3
	Library

	GFDL (18)
	68,700
	B
	GFDL

	TOTAL
	354,100
	
	


The "Long Track Building", the existing electric substation and several other structures that have been and will be demolished are not included in the above tabulation.






