Coastal Management Office

PO Box 418

Trenton, New Jersey  08625










July 22, 2005

Honorable Pamela Kaithern, Mayor

West Cape May Borough

732 Broadway

West Cape May, NJ 08204

RE:
West Cape May expired coastal center


Proposed amendments to the Coastal Zone Management rules, N.J.A.C. 7:7E

Dear Mayor Kaithern:

This letter is in response to the Department’s July 5, 2005 rule proposal to re-establish certain coastal centers located on the mainland that expired on February 7, 2005.  A summary of the requirements to reestablish an expired coastal center is attached.  This proposal requires immediate action by any municipality seeking to reestablish an expired coastal center.  In reviewing the proposal, it has come to our attention that the West Cape May coastal center was not shown in either Appendix 2 or 4.  Please be advised that in accordance with proposed N.J.A.C. 7:7E-5B.6(a), the West Cape May coastal center is considered an expired coastal center and therefore part of Appendix 4.  Should this proposal be adopted, Appendix 4 will be corrected on adoption to reflect that the West Cape May coastal center is an expired coastal center.

If the rule is adopted, the West Cape May expired coastal center may be re-established as a mainland coastal center in accordance with proposed N.J.A.C. 7:7E-5B.6(b) provided all of the below conditions are met.  The West Cape May expired coastal center will only be considered re-established if the rule is adopted and when the Borough has satisfied the conditions of A - C below.

A. By August 4, 2005, West Cape May Borough submits to the Office of Smart Growth a resolution of the municipal governing body requesting a pre-petition meeting in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:85-7.3. The resolution must identify the expired coastal center that the municipality seeks to re-establish. Only the expired coastal centers identified in the resolution are eligible to be re-established.

B. Prior to October 15, 2005, West Cape May Borough holds a pre-petition meeting with the Office of Smart Growth in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:85-7.3; and

C. Prior to March 15, 2006, West Cape May Borough obtains a determination from the Executive Director of the Office of Smart Growth, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:85-7.5, that its initial petition for plan endorsement is complete.

Please note that the Department will be publishing Notice of Administrative Correction and Extension of Comment Period in the August 15, 2005 New Jersey Register, extending the comment period for the West Cape May expired coastal center until October 14, 2005 in order to provide the public with the opportunity to comment on this correction in the proposal.

Should you have any questions concerning the above, please contact Kim Springer of my staff at (609) 633-2201.

Sincerely,

Ruth Ehinger, Manger

Coastal Management Office

c.
Kim Springer, CMO


Gary Brower, OLA


Bill Puride, OPPS

