Borough of West Cape May

CLIMATE

Cape Island’s mild, pleasant climate plays an extremely important role in West

Cape May Borough’s economy and quality of life. Some of its key features

include:

+»+ Cape Island is one of the coolest places in the region during the summer
because of the natural air conditioning system that functions at the shore: as
heated air over the land rises, a flow of cool air from the ocean surface
replaces it. The system works so well that people may need to wear a sweater
in the evening in July and August.

¢ Cape Island is the warmest place in New Jersey during the winter, in part
because winds off the ocean function as a natural heating system.
Temperatures rarely dip to zero degrees Fahrenheit, and this area has New
Jersey’s longest growing season.

¢ Cape Island is the sunniest place in New Jersey with the lowest amount of rain
and the fewest summer thunderstorms.

¢ Cape Island is windier and more fog bound than most places in New Jersey.

% There is a USDA weather station under the auspices of the SJR&DC on
Stevens Street, Block 73, Lot 10.

The Climate Chart for Cape May, New Jersey, provided by The Weather
Channel’s web site is presented in Table V-1.
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Table V-1. Climate Chart for Cape May, New Jersey.

Average Temperature (°F) High Low
Minimum Period of Record: 30 years
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Month Hig_h :O\L Mean Precip Record Higl Record Low
Jan 42°F 27°F 34°F 3.68 in. 70°F (1967) -2°F (1982)
Feb 43°F 28°F 36°F 3.03 in. 71°F (1997) -1°F (1979)
Mar 512 35°F 43°F 4.18 in. 82°F (1990) 10°F (1980)
Apr 60°F 43°F 92%F 3.31in. 88°F (1985) 22°F (1982)
May 69°F 23°F 61°F 3.65in. 95°F (1991) 33°F (1992)
Jun 78°F 62°F 70°F 3.01 in. 99°F (1963) 42°F (1956)
Jul 84°F 67°F 75°F 3.39in. 106°F (1966) 51°F (1962)
Aug 83°F 66°F 74°F 3.78 in. 96°F (1997) 45°F (1986)
Sep 77°F 60°F 69°F 3.31in. 96°F (1953) 32°F (1967)
Oct 66°F 49°F 58°F 3.41in. 88°F (1986)  26°F (1950)
Nov 56°F 40°F 48°F 3.11 in. 83°F (1950) 19°F (1967)
Dec 47°F 31°F 39°F 353 in. 76°F (1998) 6°F (1983)
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