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New Jersey State Planning Commission

Minutes of the Meeting Held February 20, 2008 

Thomas Edison College, Prudence Hall
101 West State Street

Trenton, New Jersey

CALL TO ORDER

Edward McKenna, Chair, called the February 20, 2008 meeting of the New Jersey State Planning Commission to order at 9:37 a.m.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
Dan Reynolds, Deputy Attorney General, announced that notice of the date, time and place of the meeting had been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

ROLL CALL

Members Present

Kenneth Albert, Public Member (arrived 9:43 am)
Robert Bowser, Public Member

James Souder, Designee for Joseph V. Doria, Jr., Commissioner, Department of Community Affairs 

John Eskilson, Public Member  

Shing-Fu Hsueh, Public Member

Elizabeth Semple, Designee for Commissioner Lisa Jackson, Department of Environmental Protection 

Brent Barnes, Designee for Commissioner Kris Kolluri, Department of Transportation

Monique Purcell, Designee for Secretary Charles Kuperus, Department of Agriculture

Marilyn Lennon, Public Member 

Patrick Morrissy, Public Member (arrived 9:42 am)

Bernard McLaughlin for David Rousseau, Acting State Treasurer, Department of Treasury

Louise Wilson, Public Member

Edward McKenna, Jr., Public Member 

Not Present

Michele Byers, Public Member

Debbie Mans, Smart Growth Ombudsman 

Thomas Michnewicz, Public Member 

Others Present
(See Attachment A)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chair McKenna asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chair McKenna asked for a motion to approve the minutes of meeting held January 16, 2008.  Commissioner Lennon made the motion and Commissioner Eskilson seconded.  Commissioner Purcell noted for the record that the Department of Agriculture was not listed as a member of the PDC in the January minutes and requested that the minutes be amended. Chair McKenna asked for a roll call vote on the minutes as amended by Commissioner Purcell:  Ayes (7) Kenneth Albert, John Eskilson, Elizabeth Semple, Brent Barnes, Monique Purcell, Marilyn Lennon, Patrick Morrissy, Edward McKenna. Nays (0).  Abstains (4) Robert Bowser, James Souder, Bernard McLaughlin, Louise Wilson. 
Due to four abstentions, the minutes were not approved.  At this point, Chair McKenna reminded the Commissioners that if they had read the minutes and were comfortable with them they could vote.  Both Commissioners Bowser and McLaughlin indicated that they had read the minutes and were comfortable and changed their abstention to a “yes” vote.  The minutes were then approved. 

CHAIR’S COMMENTS, Edward McKenna, Chair

Chair McKenna had no comments at this time.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT, Benjamin Spinelli, Executive Director

Mr. Spinelli provided a status report on the activities of the Office as they related to plan endorsement petitions and related meetings (See Attachment B).  He also reported that he had spoken at two meetings where the topic was plan endorsement.  They were a Metuchen Borough Council meeting and a Hunterdon County Joint meeting of the Highlands Council and Office of Smart Growth. Next, Mr. Spinelli commented that a meeting of the PDC would be scheduled to discuss the next steps in completing the revisions to the State Plan. He explained that a proposal had been sent to the SPC for their review and comments. Lastly, Mr. Spinelli commented that the last of the technical assistance meetings for the Smart Future Grants was held.  He explained that the grants had been designed to supplement and dovetail with other State agency programs.
PRESENTATIONS
Eileen Swan, Executive Director, and Tom Borden, Deputy Executive Director, of the Highlands Council gave a PowerPoint presentation on “Highlands Regional Master Plan Update.”  Following the presentation, there was a question and answer period for the Commission members.
Next, Lucy Voorhoeve, Executive Director of the Council on Affordable Housing, provided an update on COAH’s Revised Third Round Rules. (See Attachment C). Following the presentation, there was a question and answer period for the Commissioner members.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Plan Implementation Committee, John Eskilson, Chair

Commissioner Eskilson commented that at the last PIC meeting, the Committee discussed a small amendment to the period of endorsement rule for expired centers involved in the Plan Endorsement process.  He explained that there was a consensus of the Committee to move the rule forward to the February SPC meeting.  However, due to a technical issue with the Plan Endorsement Rule Proposal, the Commission would have hold off on moving forward with the period of endorsement amendment until the revised version off Subchapter 7 was ready.

PUBLIC COMMENTS – GENERAL ISSUES
Mirah Becker, Middlesex Department of Planning, commented with regard to the COAH presentation that it would be helpful if COAH posted the vacant land analysis map on their website and broke the information out by county. The counties could then download that information and provide it to all of their municipalities to make sure that everyone was working with the same information.  Ms. Becker also suggested that it would be helpful; if during the implementation phase of Cross-acceptance, if an interagency body could be created that would be represented by OSG, DEP, COAH, and NJ Transit, to deal with adjustments to COAH numbers should a municipality not have as much vacant land as COAH thought when their analysis was completed. Commissioner Wilson commented that the SPC was such a body, and Chair McKenna noted that it was a legitimate point and they would see if there was a way of addressing it. 

Bob Bzik, Director of Planning, Somerset County, thanked the Commission for the hosting the informative presentations.  He provided some quick suggestions for the Commission.  He suggested that in reviewing the Highlands Plan, the Commission should look at the implementation chapter, particularly the section that talked about the six steps that the Council was going to do in terms of insuring coordination with the SPC. He felt that the section needed to be beefed up.  With regard to COAH, he commented that they have a great deal of concern about the Department of Labor projections for households and employment because they are the driving force behind the COAH needs, and they intersect with the SPC.  He noted that the State Plan will have its own set of projections as well as other projections and they need to be brought together. He felt it was an area that needed to be looked at very closely. Next, he commented that the vacant land use analysis is very detailed as it is a land use capability analysis, and he was not sure if the DEP, Highlands, Pinelands, Meadowlands and others could provide an interagency support team to work with the counties and municipalities to go through the process quickly due to the limited amount of time based on the current COAH schedule. Lastly, Mr. Bzik commented that he felt the PDC meeting was well overdue and indicated that they had sent comments urging the Commission to moving quickly.  He noted that some of the issues that need to be discussed include the contract with the Municipal Land Use Center, the issue of how slimmed down the State Plan will be, producing a more executive version of the Plan, and final disposition of the policy issues.  Mr. Bzik also reiterated the request that every county should have an opportunity to see the revised map prior to it being embodied in the Plan and hoped that it would happen soon. 
Chair McKenna thanked Mr. Bzik for his comments. He noted that the Commission has been working very closely with the Highlands Council and felt that they could work something out with them.  He explained that the due to staffing and resources issues, there was a concern with regard to the ability of the Commission to meet their responsibilities. However, the issues have only been resolved in the last 30 days, and he felt that the resources were now available to do the beefed up job that was intended from the beginning. 

Jeff Tittel, Director of the New Jersey Sierra Club, commented that when you look at the State Plan, it is supposed to be a road map for the growth of New Jersey, and that it is not a strategic document. He explained that this has been his concern all along. He feels that many of the parts of the Plan are contradictory or are used to justify almost anything.  He commented the Commission has to think about where it wants to take the State, how the State needs to grow, and how the Plan can evolve to become more strategic, otherwise it will continue to have the problems that it is currently facing.  He also spoke about some inconsistencies with planning area one, growth in centers, infrastructure and sewer service areas.
Jay Corbalis, New Jersey Future, commented that they had one area of concern with the COAH Rules which had been talked about extensively today. He was happy that the Commission was aware of it.  The intersection of planning areas, DEP rules and COAH obligations, especially in planning areas four and five where the towns have increased obligations, but without a sewer service area which will only lead to low density sprawl.  He encouraged that an MOA be done between the Commission and COAH to address these issues.  He also urged the Commission to complete the State Plan as soon as possible. 
With no other public comments, Chair McKenna asked for Commissioner Reports.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Louise Wilson, Public Member

Commissioner Wilson commented that as far as she could see the Office of Smart Growth did not have the resources to do what it really needs to be doing. If the Commission is to play the role that it is supposed to play, and the Office of Smart Growth is to do the work it is supposed to do, the Office needs much more resources than it currently has, although she acknowledged that it is unlikely to get those resources in the current fiscal environment.

Chair McKenna responded that perhaps in Speaker Roberts’s Legislative package there could be a one dollar fee tacked onto every application for building permits to fund the Office of Smart Growth and the State Planning Commission because the Commission is which would be appropriate as the Office is meant to manage development across the State.  He commented that if statewide planning was considered a significant issue of critical importance, there would be a separate funding source to support it.

Next, Chair McKenna commented that he hopes to begin planning the Commission’s Legislative 
Summit in the Spring and will be reaching out to interested parties soon once the planning process is underway.  He commented that he hopes that members of the public and interested parties will attend.  One of the issues that he would like to address in this forum is the housing bill being drafted by Speaker Roberts, and specifically to address the concerns that the collective groups have raised. 
Commissioner Ken Albert requested that the Commission distribute draft proposal for the State Plan to the members soon so that they would have an opportunity to review and comment. 
With no other reports, Chair McKenna asked for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Barnes made the motion, and it was seconded by Commissioner Lennon.  All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 12:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________

Benjamin L. Spinelli

Secretary and Executive Director 

Dated: March 14, 2008
[image: image1.png]


New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer • Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable

[image: image2.png]