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PLAN ENDORSEMENT UPDATE

Since the last SPC meeting, we have held pre-petition meetings with

· Keyport Borough, Monmouth County, Oct. 23
· Avalon Borough, Cape May County – Nov. 20
· Eatowntown Township, Monmouth County – Nov. 20
· Morristown Town, Morris County – Nov. 27
· Oxford Township, Warren County – Dec. 4
· Byram Township, Sussex County – Dec. 4
Upcoming Pre-petition meetings 

· Mendham Borough, Morris County – Dec. 11 

· Metuchen Borough, Middlesex County – Dec. 11 

· Long Branch City, Monmouth County – Dec. 18 

· Galloway Township, Atlantic County – Dec. 18 
Status of petitions for Plan Endorsement: 

· Currently, there are 16 active petitions for Plan Endorsement.  Information is available on the Plan Endorsement page of the OSG website. 

· OSG is anticipating that we will begin receiving self-assessment reports for the new Plan Endorsement process very soon.  

New Plan Endorsement Process: 

· Documents approved at the last State Planning Commission meeting as well as other guidance documents are posted in the plan endorsement page of the OSG website, including: 
· Municipal Plan Endorsement Guidelines

· Process Chart

· Benefits Chart

· Sample Advisory Committee Resolution

· Pre-petition meeting request information

· Municipal Self-assessment Template Report and corresponding data and templates

· Plan Endorsement Rule Proposal

· Period of Endorsement Rule Proposal

Update on Rule Proposals: 

· We plan to have the proposed rules published in New Jersey Register on January 22

· There will be a 60 day comments period on the rules

· Earliest date of possible adoption would be in April 2008. 

Update on Smart Growth Policy Council: 

· Since the last State Planning Commission meeting, the Smart Growth policy Council convened a smart growth retreat – which was on Oct. 19 at Mercer County Park

· 19 state agencies attended the retreat.  

· During the retreat, the Policy Council discussed strategies and impediments to effectively implementing the State Plan across state government. 

· The Smart Growth Policy Council is preparing a report on the findings and conclusions of the retreat, as well as strategies ion how to integrate sound land use planning policies into state agency programs, policies and regulations to achieve the principles of smart growth. 
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