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New Jersey State Planning Commission

Minutes of the Meeting Held January 21, 2009
Committee Room 1

State House Annex

125 W State St, Trenton

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman McKenna called the February 18, 2009 meeting of the New Jersey State Planning Commission to order at 9:45 a.m.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
Dan Reynolds, Deputy Attorney General announced that notice of the date, time and place of the meeting had been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

ROLL CALL

Members Present

Monique Purcell, Designee for Acting Secretary Alfred Murray, Department of Agriculture

James Souder, Designee for Joseph V. Doria, Jr., Commissioner, Department of Community Affairs 

Elizabeth Semple, Designee for Commissioner Mark Mauriello, Department of Environmental Protection 

Brent Barnes, Designee for Commissioner Stephen Dilts, Department of Transportation

Patrick Morrissy, Public Member

Kenneth Albert, Public Member  

Charles Richman, Smart Growth Ombudsman 

Edward McKenna, Jr., Public Member 

Thomas Michnewicz, Public Member 

Louise Wilson, Public Member

Shing-Fu Hsueh, Public Member

Not Present

Bernard McLaughlin, Designee for David Rousseau, State Treasurer, Department of Treasury

John Eskilson, Public Member  

Robert Bowser, Public Member

Michele Byers, Public Member

Others Present
(See Attachment A)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman McKenna asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chair McKenna asked for a motion to approve the minutes of January 21, 2009.  Commissioner Souder made the motion and Commissioner Wilson seconded.  Chair McKenna asked for a roll call vote:  Ayes (9) Kenneth Albert, Elizabeth Semple, Brent Barnes, Monique Purcell, James Souder, Patrick Morrissy, Edward McKenna, Shing-Fu Hsueh, and Louise Wilson. Nays (0).  Abstains (1) Charles Richman.
CHAIR’S COMMENTS, Edward McKenna, Chair

Chairman McKenna introduced Resolution No. 2009-01 to Adopt the South Jersey Rail Expansion Alternatives Report. Mr. Spinelli said that the report had gotten quite a bit of play in the public with newspaper articles and even an appearance on NJN.  As a result of the comments, OSG staff visited with the Delaware River Port Authority (DRPA) and received a positive reaction to the report.  While the analysis didn't change, points made by DRPA were added to the report.  After some general positive reaction from the Commission, Chair McKenna asked for a motion to move the resolution.  Commissioner Purcell moved the resolution and Commissioner Wilson seconded.  Chair McKenna asked for a roll call vote.  Ayes (10) Kenneth Albert, Elizabeth Semple, Brent Barnes, Monique Purcell, James Souder, Patrick Morrissy, Edward McKenna, Shing-Fu Hsueh, Charles Richman, and Louise Wilson. Nays (0).  Abstains (0).

.

Chair McKenna introduced Resolution No. 2009-02 to Authorize Execution of a Memorandum of Understanding and to Designate an Interim Center for the Town of Newton.  Kate Meade, Planner for Sussex County, gave a powerpoint presentation describing items included in the negotiated Action Plan, including a proposal for an interim center boundary.  
After the presentation, Elizabeth Semple asked what happened to the Interim Center process that had existed in Plan Endorsement rule proposal.  Mr. Spinelli explained that when the rule was written, it was intended for the procedure to be applied to all 2008 expired Centers.  When the Permit Extension bill became imminent, it was thought that the rule was no longer necessary.  Only later did the office find out that the Permit Extension Act not apply to environmentally sensitive areas and Planning Areas 4B and 5.  This was not a problem since the towns that had lost their Centers had never approached us to work with us.  However, Newton was actively engaged with the office and it would be a shame for a town like that to lose out in spite of its best efforts.
Dan Reynolds clarified that any boundary will not be automatic based on a set of criteria but will require the explicit action and review of the Commission to allow this to occur.  Chair McKenna asked for a motion to move the resolution.  Commissioner Louise Wilson moved the resolution and Commissioner Souder seconded.  Chairman McKenna asked for a role call. Ayes (10) Kenneth Albert, Elizabeth Semple, Brent Barnes, Monique Purcell, James Souder, Patrick Morrissy, Edward McKenna, Shing-Fu Hsueh, Charles Richman, and Louise Wilson. Nays (0).  Abstains (0).

Next, Jim Requa and Donna Rendiero presented on the progress of State Plan completion.  They argued that the aggressive workplan has the final draft State Plan released on March 18, for adoption by September 16, 2009.  It was proposed that the Plan Development Committee occur before the SPC on the 18th to allow the PDC to pass the SPC the Draft Plan.
As the discussion progressed, it became clear that the Commission would like a little more time for review the final draft State Plan prior to release and Chairman McKenna suggested that the PDC occur on March 18 and the State Planning Commission on March 25.

Mr. Spinelli explained that there will be a March 3rd go or no go date based on whether deliverables were received by Dr. Burchell, the contractor handling the Impact Assessment and Infrastructure Needs Assessment.
Ken Albert asked whether the population, employment and other demographics contained in the Impact Analysis assessment were independent.  Mr. Spinelli assured him that they were and that they would be made available in five year increments.
There was then some clarification discussion on how the Plan was currently being distributed, and how it would be distributed when the Final Draft State Plan was released.  It was made clear that it is currently on the Office of Smart Growth web site and that it would again be made available on the web site as well as on CD.
Chairman McKenna lamented at the length of the draft after many on the Commission had hoped that it would be more succinct and to the point.  He was also at a loss on how it could be reduced without removing important portions of the Plan.

Some discussion ensued on the topic, with Louise Wilson arguing that it wasn't intended to be read all the way through in one sitting and thus each section stood on its own fairly well.
Then Chairman McKenna opened the public portion of the meeting.  Helen Heinrich of the Farm Bureau expressed pleasant surprise that a Plan was on the offing. She then asked if the current chapters online accounted for the changes submitted by the public and in particular Farm Bureau.  Mr. Spinelli reassured her that this was the case.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Chairman McKenna asked if there were any Commissioner or Committee reports and there were none. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT, Benjamin Spinelli, Executive Director

Mr. Spinelli mentioned that Charles Richman had been appointed Smart Growth Ombudsman and that Kris Kolluri was probably going to be appointed as the Governor's representative to the Commission. Mr. Spinelli then mentioned that in light of the successful completion of the PATCO rail report, some of the Commissioners had discussed doing an analysis of the stations which were going to experience additional usage and traffic due to the opening of the ARC Tunnel.  Finally, he mentioned that letters were currently being sent out to the Centers whose Centers were coming back fully, in part or not at all based on the Permit Extension Act.
Finally, Chairman McKenna mentioned that he was preparing a letter to the Governor offering the Commission's and Office's assistance in planning, ranking, distributing, etc. money and assistance coming from the federal government for capital, greenhouse gas, or other projects. He suggested that it would be ready soon.
Chair McKenna asked for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Souder made the motion and it was seconded by Commissioner Wilson.  All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________________

Benjamin L. Spinelli

Secretary and Executive Director 
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