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MEMORANDUM

TO:
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RE:

Proposed Millstone Endorsement



     
DATE:

April 1, 2021


As you may know, the Borough of Millstone has been actively involved in the Plan Endorsement process since 2013. They have a rich history of good land use practices and have shown through their actions that the Borough balances economic activity appropriate for their size and conservation and environmental protection. As indicated by Mr. Ableman’s memo and subsequent presentation, there is a history of concrete actions taken to ensure their community remains sustainable through the long term.

There is one matter that has resulted in much discussion between staffs of OPA and DEP that we acknowledge and are prepared to discuss at the PIC presentation. One block and lot in Millstone’s historic district is in a floodway and as a result, DEP has some concerns regarding placing it in the Center. The maps presented to you will include that block and lot in the Center as we at OPA believe there are good planning reasons to include it.

First, as part of Millstone’s historic district, it is in an area meant to attract visitors. Since a Center is meant to be an area of concentrated activity, it makes sense for this area attraction to be in the Center. Second, Millstone has no intention to develop the site out of character with the historic nature of the area. Third, DEP has other regulations that would prevent development of the site in a way that would further harm the floodway and as a result is protected. Millstone fully understands the sensitivity of the area and has committed to act accordingly.

It is in light of the above and the details in Mr. Ableman’s analysis, I support the Endorsement of the Borough of Millstone.
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